STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 9591
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the anount of her Food Stanp
benefit. She did not attend her hearing and factual findings
are based on the testinony of the departnment's w tness, the
petitioner's case worker, and the petitioner's witten
stat enents whose adm ssion was agreed to by the departnent.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is an elderly woman who recei ves Food
Stanp assistance in the anount of $10.00 per nonth.

2. The petitioner receives $469.10 per nonth in the
formof Social Security and SSI paynments. She lives with her
son but purchases and prepares her neals separately and is
considered a Food Stanp famly of one. She pays her son
$20. 00 per week for her roomin his house and for her washi ng.

3. In order to cal cul ate her benefits, the departnent
subtracted a $112. 00 standard deduction from her incone of
$469. 10 and used $357.10 as her food stanp income. No anopunt
was deducted for "shelter expenses"” beyond the standard
deducti on.

ORDER

The departnent's decision is affirned.
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REASONS
In order to cal cul ate her Food Stamp incone, the
departnment is required to use 100% of the petitioner's gross

unearned i ncome (Social Security and SSI) subject to
al | owabl e deductions. F.S .M > 273.10. The standard

deduction for nedical care, dependent care and shelter of

$112.00 is used for all applicants. (See Procedures Manual
5> 2590A.1.) The only other deduction for which the
petitioner has presented any evidence is the shelter

deduction. However, shelter expenses for the elderly are
only deducted to the extent that they exceed 50% of gross
income, or in this case $234.55. (Procedures Manual »>
2590A.) The petitioner's reported shelter expense of $86.00
falls far below this amount. Therefore, the petitioner's
countabl e incone is gross unearned i ncomre of $469.10 m nus
the $112. 00 standard deduction, or $357.10.

The Food Stanp allotnent tables provide that a one
per son household with $357.10 in countable incone is

entitled to $10.00 in Food Stanps per nonth. (Procedures
Manual > P-2510D). As that is the anobunt the petitioner is

receiving, the departnment's decision is affirned.
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